Refutation of Searle's Argument for the Existence of Universals by Huber, Maximilian
Swiss Philosophical Preprint Series
# 86
Maximilian G. Huber
Refutation of Searle's Argument
for the Existence of Universals
Added 30/11/2009
ISSN 1662-937X
  Maximilian G. Huber
P (x) ∀x [P (x) ∨ ¬P (x)]
P
U T
F (x)
F
F F (x)

Q P
P Q Q
P E1 En En+1
Q
P
p
= {p1, p2, . . . , pn}
∀x [x ∈ → (x) p
→ p → p
pc pc p
pc p
pc
p
p pc
→
p
p pc →
p
p pc
p pc
p pc →
p
pc
pc → p
p → p
P→Q
P→Q
P→Q P Q
X Y X ￿ Y
Q P→Q P P→Q
P
→ p
pc
→ p
pc → p ≡
→ p
G T U
G T
T U
G
U
N ¬B A → B ∧ A
N A → B
∧ A ¬B N ¬B
A→ B ∧ A
N
N
N
T U
≡ {x|M(x) ∨N(x)}
≡ {x|M(x) ∨N(x)}
≡ {x|M(x) ∨N(x)}
∀x {G(x) → T (x)}
∀x {T (x) → ∃yU(x, y)}
∃xG(x)
∃x∃yU(x, y)
∀x {B(x)→ T (x)}
∀x {T (x)→ ∃yU(x, y)}
∃xB(x)
[a]B(a) [a]
B(a)→ T (a) ∀
T (a) →
∃xT (x) ∃ [a]
∃xT (x) ∃
[b]T (b) [b]
T (b)→ ∃yU(b, y) ∀
∃yU(b, y) →
∃x∃yU(x, y) ∃ [b]
∃x∃yU(x, y) ∃
∀x {B(x)→ ￿T (x)}
∀x {￿T (x)→ ￿∃yU(x, y)}
∃xB(x)
[a]B(a) [a]
B(a)→ ￿T (a) ∀
￿T (a) →
∃x ￿ T (x) ∃ [a]
∃x ￿ T (x) ∃
[b] ￿ T (b) [b]
￿T (b)→ ￿∃yU(b, y) ∀
￿∃yU(b, y) →
∃x ￿ ∃yU(x, y) ∃ [b]
∃x ￿ ∃yU(x, y) ∃
∃x∃yU(x, y)
∃x∃yU(x, y) ∃x ￿ ∃yU(x, y)
￿A→ A
A B C
∀x [Red(x) ∨ ¬Red(x)] ,
M = {x|Coloured(x)}
M = {x|Coloured(x)} ≡
∃M∀x [x ∈M ↔ Coloured(x)]
A ∧B ∧ C
A→M ￿= ∅
A
M ￿= ∅ → ∃x(x ∈M)
{∃x(x ∈M) ∧ ∃M∀x [x ∈M ↔ Coloured(x)]}
→ ∃xColoured(x)
∃xColoured(x)→ ¬C C
(C ∧ ¬C) C ¬C
(C ∧ ¬C)→ ⊥
⊥ → ¬(A ∧B ∧ C)
¬(A ∧B ∧ C)
A ≡
B ≡ C ≡
A
M ￿= ∅ M ￿= ∅
M ￿= ∅
AA→M ￿= ∅
M ￿= ∅
A
C
C
C ¬C
A → M ￿= ∅
A ¬C A
C
A B
F (x)
∀x [F (x) ∨ ¬F (x)]
U T
F
∀x [F (x) ∨ ¬F (x)]
F (x) F
F F (x)
F
FF (x)
R
∃F (F = R)
∃R
F
∃R
U (F )
F R R
∃U (F ) ∃U (F )
∀x [F (x) ∨ ¬F (x)]
R R
∃F {(F = R) ∧ {∀P [(P = R) → (P = F )]}}
R R
R = R ∃F (F = R)
∃F (F = R)R ∃F (F = R)
R
R R
∃F (F = R) ∀x [R(x) ∨ ¬R(x)]
∀x [R(x) ∨ ¬R(x)] → ∃F (F = R)
R
∀x [R(x) ∨ ¬R(x)]
R = R
∃F (F = R) ∃
U T
R = R
R ∃F (F = R) R = R
∃F (F = R) R = R
R = R
R = R
[s] [s]
R
R
P P
P
∃F (F =
R) R = R
∃
R
Q Q = Q
Q
Q
Q
Q(x)
Q = Q X = Y
Q Q
Q
Q Q
Q = Q
Q = Q
Q = Q
Q

